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— Reader, if any there ſhall be, of 
the following little Piece of Provincial 
Oratory, is deſired to obſerve, that it was 
ſpoken, when the News was juſt arrived that 
Lord Cornwallis had ſurrendered at York- 
Town,---that De Grafle was preparing to 
ſall from the Cheſapeak immediately, and 
to proceed to the Weſt Indies,---and that 
Admiral Rodney would leave England early 


in December, to reſume his Command on 
the Leeward Iſland ſtation. 
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S PE E C H, 


TugsDAY, NoveMBER 6, 1781, 


H E Houſe being met, purſuant to ad- 
journment from their laſt meeting, the 
* took the chair about twelve o'clock, 
and the Houſe having gone through ſome pre- 
vious buſineſs, the order of the day was called 


for, when Mr. ———, agreeable to leave ob- 
tained, made the following motion: 


* That the Houſe do order an Addreſs forth- 
„ with to be prepared, in order to be preſented 
* by the Agent of the Colony, to our moſt 
e gracious Sovereign, ſetting forth, as ſubject 
© matter of complaint, the oppreſſive, illegal 
* and unwarrantable proceedings of the com- 
% manders on the expedition againſt St. Euſta- 
* tius towards Dutch, Americans, Jews, and 
% Britiſh merchants, reſident there at the time of 


B | the 


„ 

« the capture; and likewiſe ſetting forth the in- 
« diſcriminate confiſcation and ſale of the greater 
<« part of the property ſeized there, and the ſub- 
e ſequent ſales and direct exportation from St. 
« Euſtatius, and tranſportation to the French 
| « jſlands of great quantities of the goods, wares 
0 « and merchandizes ſold at the public ſales, 
| and likewiſe ſetting forth the great and im- 
| * minent danger of his Majeſty's Weſt India 
« jſlands, and praying our moſt gracious ſo- 
| « vyereign to grant effectual protection to his 


„loyal and faithful ſubjects of the Leeward 
« Iſlands,” 


After the mover for the adreſs had ſpoken 

| in fayour of the motion, two other members 

| ſpoke againſt the addreſs, and in exculpation 

of the general line of conduct purſyed at St. 

Euſtatius; and they likewiſe-went into a vindi- 

N cation of the conduct of his Majeſty's naval and 

land forces, from the capture of St. Euſtatius 
to the ſurrender of Lord Cornwallis. 


: 
3 
4 
| 


Mr. —— then TY and — himſelf 
to the Speaker: 


Sir, if Iriſe to trouble the Houſe ſo early in 
this debate, it is, that it ſeems properly my lot 
to anſwer the honorable gentlemen who ſpoke 
againſt the addreſs, and this from the part 

which 
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which I am underſtood to have borne in the 
tranſactions on which you now deliberate; nor 
will the honorable gentlemen be ſurpriſed that - 
being poſſeſſed of the means of anſwering them, 
I take this early opportunity of doing ſo.—I 
mean not, by anſwering them, to endeavour to 
controvert in every point the facts or arguments 
on which they inſiſt, nor in every reſpect to cen- 
ſure the conduct of the honorable Admiral and 
General whom we all have in our eyes; for 
on the contrary it is in my inclination, as ſurely 
it is in my power, to aſſiſt in exculpating them 
from many matters which now lie heavy on them 
in the opinion of their country. It were too 
much for me to expect, that whilſt I tread the 
dangerous ground of this motion, the Houſe 
ſhould abſolutely confide in the fairneſs or firm- 
neſs of my footſteps; but from the honorable 
gentlemen who ſpoke againſt the addreſs I may 
hope, and from one of them at leaſt I ſhall find 
an extenſive reliance on my candour. Nor 
muſt they be diſpleaſed, that paſſing over all 
their hints of reſpect and reverence to men in 
high ſtatians and on important ſervice, I ſtill - 
continue that free language and diſcuſſion which 
JI uſed towards the honorable Admiral in a dif- 
ferent ſituation, 


Whatever offence I tnight then have given, 
none can now be taken; I now tread on high 


B 2 ground 


(4) 
ground, and in the preſent debate I will not 
keep in view the lordly heights of St. Euſtatius, 
or the ſecret cabbin of the Sandwich. I ſhall 
likewiſe treſpaſs upon the patience of the houſe, 
and be much indebted to their indulgence, whilſt 
I purſue the ungracious office of conſidering 
that conduct which we have heard, and heard 
with aſtoniſhment, to have been diſtinguiſhed 


for the honour of our country, for the wiſdom of 


her councils, for the glory of her arms, and the 
preſervation of her dominions, But even this I 


ſhall anſwer in the ſame manner, and upon the 


ſame principle; for it is my object to examine and 
diſcuſs their arguments, not barely to endeavour 


to confure them, And perhaps the Hauſe will 


be ſurpriſed to find me diſpoſed, and by a chain 


of uncontrovertible facts, able not only to con- 


firm their bold aſſertions with reſpect to the loſs 
of Tobago, but eyen to extend their meaning 
to all the events of the war in this part of the 
world. On the reſult, of which, I ſhall flatter 
myſelf with finding in the Houſe ſome reliance 


on the fats I ſhall produce, more immediately 


relative to the object of this day's debate; and 
at the ſame time be pardoned for riſing ſo early, 


and indeed for riſing at all; perhaps too for 


lengthening my argument beyond my firſt inten- 
tion; for whilſt I ſpeak, my ſubje& expands 
before me, my mind riſes to my ſubject vi- 
reſg. acguirit eundo. 8 


Sir, 


. | 
Sir, The ground I take differs fo materially 
from that of the honorable gentleman who made 
the motion, that I ſhall not be thought to fol- 
low him. At the ſame time that the difference 
of our method, our manner and our language 
» throws me at an infinite diſtance behind him, I 
would not be thought guilty of the preſumption 
of aſſiſting, or even attempting to ſupport his 
argument. But he will find hereafter a mention 
of ſome new and important facts, and the ho- 
norable gentleman will then pardon my referring 
to ſome facts he has adduced : the reference to 
them, as being connected with others not yet 
before the Houſe, becomes neceſſary, and to 
my poor abilities unavoidable, - His objects are 
indeed great, and can only be embraced by a 
mind naturally comprehenſive, and by long ha- 
bits familiarized to great and extenſive enquiries, 
whilſt mine are of a narrower compaſs, and the 
language too that I ſhall uſe ſufficiently inferior, 


The honorable gentleman hath moved the 
Houſe, That the Houſe do order an addreſs 
0 forthwith to be prepared, to be preſented by 
<« the agent, to our moſt gracious ſovereign, 
s ſetting forth, as ſubje& matter of complaint, 
the oppreſſive, illegal and unwarrantable pro- 
« ceedings of the Commanders on the expedition 
66 againſt St. Euſtatius, rewards Dutch, Ame- « 


* ricans, 


4 
c ricans, Jews, and Britiſh merchants, reſident 
« there at the time of the capture; and like- 
t wiſe ſetting forth the indiſcriminate confiſca- 
tion and ſale of the greater part of the pro- 
„ perty ſeized there, and the ſubſequent ſales 
* and direct exportation from St. Euſtatius, 
and tranſportation to the French iſlands of 
great quantities of the goods, wares and mer- 
* chandize fold at the public ſales; and like- 
« wiſe ſetting forth the great and imminent dan- 
«© ger in which his Majeſty” s Weſt India iſlands 
* now are, and praying our moſt gracious ſo- 
« vereign to grant effectual protection to his 


& loyal and faithful ſubjects of the Leeward 
„ Iſlands,” 


In 3 of his motion he hath adduced a 
multitude of facts, declared his readineſs to pro- 
duce evidence to thoſe facts, and, as it was his 
province, ably attempted to perſuade the houſe 
to inveſtigate them, previous to joining in the 
propoſed addreſs. The facts adduced conſtitute 
a charge of the higheſt import againſt the ho- 


norable Commanders on the expedition againſt 
St. Euſtatius, 


The gentlemen who ſpoke againſt the addreſs, 
and indeed againſt all enquiry. into the ſubject, 
have met, or rather ſeemed to meet the motion 
in all its parts, The narrow province I ſhall 

now 


„ 
now aſſume to myſelf, and which befits my 
humble talents, will be to ſtate to the Houſe 
the facts which have been alledged on the one 
ſide, and denied on the other; to point out 
where no anſwer was made; where an unſatis- 
factory one was given; nor will the Houſe be 
blind to the probable public conſequences of 
ſtopping this enquiry, or its immediate unavoid- 
able effect upon our own honour. I with to 
proceed with the utmoſt caution and fairnels 
and for this purpoſe will forget, that I have felt 
for the calamities of the wretched inhabitants 
of St. Euſtatius,—for the violated law of nations, 
for the wanton abuſe of conqueſt,—and above 
all, for the obliterated honour of my country ! 
I will forger, that I have been a witneſs to thoſe 
ſcenes of prœdatory conqueſton theone hand, and 
miſerable ſubjection on the other :—Britain the 
conquering power, and ten different nations the 
ſubject of her depredations. Theſe I can for- 
get; but I ſee before me men, to whom the 
tranſactions of St. Euſtatius muſt be eternally 
preſent, who tremble for the property they have 
loſt, —for the property they are on the point of 
loſing, —and find their only hope of its preſerva- 


tion in the inſulted clemency of a victorious and 
a generous enemy, 


The addreſs propoſed by the honorable mover 
will contain, it I underſtand the ſcope of his 


argument, 
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. five to the Houſe in favour of 
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argument, two diſtin& charges againſt the ho- 
norable commanders on the expedition againſt 
St. Euſtatius z the firſt more immediately rela- 
tive to the capture of the iſland, and the beha- 
viour of the commanders whilſt at ity the ſes 


cond, the conſequences of that capture, from 


the inactivity of our forces in the Weſt Indies, 
to the preſent alarming ſituation of the remain- 

ing Britiſn iſlands. The former is a narrower 
ground, the latter a more extenſive one; but 
as they are diſtinct in their objects, ſo in their 


inveſtigation ought they in ſome degree to be 


ſeparated. The ſpeakers againſt the addreſs 
have taken up this principle, have ſpoken to 
theſe points ſeparately, and indeed have taken 
up a very extenſive ground, in what I ſuppoſe 
to be intended as a full defence of the honorable ' 
commanders, and a complete refutation of every 

poſſible charge that can be brought againſt them, 


I too may be excuſed in purſuing the ſame me- 


Upon the firſt ground of the proceedings at 


St. Euſtatius, the honorable mover has charged 


many leading facts, and has pledged himſelf to 
produce the proofs ; and if I underſtand him, 
he did not mean to relate them as conclu- 


e addreſs, 
but as facts which, when proved, left 


open to the Houſe every” matter of conſide- 


ration, 


(..94 
ration, which could be alledged or eſtabliſhed, 
to exonerate or eculpate the honorable com- 
manders, Even the teſtimony. of witneſſes may 
be invalidated. Enquiry into facts is the firſt 
object of the honorable mover, and mult 
precede the order for the addreſs; nor can [ 
conſider his aſſertions well founded, until they 
are ſupported by uncontrovertible evidence, or 
unleſs this motion be prevented from proceeding 
further: in the former caſe the judgment of the 
Houſe will depend on the ſufficiency of the evi- 
dence. But if this enquiry be ſtopped, —if the 
Houſe will determine not to hear either the par- 
ties or their proofs, —who will not think the 
charge brought home? - Then, and then finally. 
ſhall I think the honorable commanders com- 
pletely guilty, when the . Houſe refuſes to in- 
veltigate their conduct, and when, by not meet- 
ing the charge with 'an open and commanding 
ſpirit, their friends ſacrifice their perſonal honor 
to the convenience of the Miniſter. In the 
high language and duty of government, alle- 
giance and protection are underſtood to be 
terms of reciprocal obligation ; and in the hum- | 
bler (tile and traffic of miniſterial department, 


lence and employment bear a ſimilar ſignifi- 
cation. 


The honorable mover has laid before the 
Houſe, in his diſtinguiſhed method, a va- 
C rity 


„ 
riety of facts, which, collected together, form 
a cloſe and diſtinct narrative. And here I beg 
leave to remind ' the Houſe, that I am now 
ſtating the proceedings at St. Euſtatius. 


On the zd of February, St. Euſtatius was 
taken by the honorable Commanders, with 
thirteen fail of the line, ſome frigates, and 
three thouſand land forces. The honorable 
commanders remained there from the 3d of 
February to the 3d of May, The only proba- 
ble motive of their ſtay is alledged to have been, 
to ſuperintend the ſales there, inaſmuch as not 
placing ſufficient confidence in their agents, 
they would not truſt them blindly with the ſale 
and diſpoſal of the goods captured in the iſland. 
To theſe facts what hath been the anſwer ?— 
One honorable gentleman ſays, the force is ex- 
aggerated : on this I ſhall only obſerve, that 
the fact is immaterial in itſelf, and only derives 
a relative importance from having been com- 
pared to the interior force which was carried 
againſt St, Vincent, of which I mean to ſpeak 
hereafter. He further ſays, that their delay ar 
St. Euſtatius proceeded from a deſire of forti- 
fying the iſland, and protecting the property 
captured there from the deſigns of the enemy. 
Independent of the obvious reflection on the 
abſurdity of fortifying any ifland, whilſt our 
victorious Admiral was on the ſeas, I muſt ob- 

ſerve, 
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ferve, that St. Euſtatius is but a tock, —without 
its trade a mere rock, —ahd without its trade, 
neither of real nor relat.ve importance and 
the Houſe knows, that the neighbouring 
iſlands of Antigua and St. Chriſtopher might 
have been ſtrengthened with additional fortifi- 
cations, or at leaſt the works then carrying on, 
might have bern compleared, of greatly for- 
wardetſ from the 3d of February to the 3d of 
May. Inſtead of which, our then ſituation, — 
our preſent ; but here, Sir, I tread on dan- 
gerous ground, and the ſuſpicious eye that 
watches me as I proceed, has ſtopped my pro- 
grels, and reſtored me to niy prudence. 


At that time, it is ſaid to have been neteſſary to 
protect the property taken at Sc. Euſtatius, 1 
may fairly aſk againſt whom ? where was * 
enemy? I advance it to the Houle as a fact, 
known to all who hear me, that until the 27th 
of April, when the Comte de Graſſe arrived 
off Martinique, no enemy had appeared in 
theſe ſeas, that could attack St. Euſtatius, — 
The French have had but four ill equipped 
ſhips at Martinique; the Dutch none,—the 
Americans none: the honotable commanders 
could fear, no enemy ; every thing in Europe 
and America was then proſperous, —at leaſt not 
calamitous; — Gibraltar had been relieved the 
Spaniard had retumed his ſt ation the Dutch 


C 2 had 
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had been ſurpriſed ;—Sir Henry Clinton was 
ſafely at New-York ;—Lord Cornwallis was: 
every where victorious, and ſurrounded by a 


blaze of glory.—— Who then could be feared ? 
Sir, we all know, ſince the capture of St, Euſta- 
tius, no enemy hath yet appeared in the Weſt- 
Indies, but the Comte de Graſſe, and him 
Admiral Rodney might have met with twenty- 
one fail of the line; but inſtead of meeting him 
F with his whole force, the Commander in Chief 
2 remained at St. Euſtatius with three ſhips, and 
detached an inferior officer on the ſervice of 
intercepting the French fleet, with eighteen ſhips. 
Admitting however, for argument ſake, the 
neceſſity of detaining three ſhips at St. Euſtatius, 
1 to protect the captured property, here 1 fix 
N myſelf, here! bring the charge. 


4 Why did not the Admiral himſelf take the 
F command of the eighteen ſhips, appointed for 
T1 the more important ſervice, and leave an in- 
ferior officer with the inferior force at St. Euſta- 
tivs ? Sir, I ſubmit to the Houſe, that Ad- 
mital Rodney ought to have been in perſon with 
the fleet off Martinique ;—he, the ſuperior of- 
ficer, with the ſuperior fleet, on the more im- 
portant ſervice :—there, indeed, he might have 
proved himſelf the great officer, the gallant 
Admiral, the faithful ſervant of his country. 


Ir 
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It was ſaid too, that our convoys were to be 
protected; — Sir, it (ſhould be remembered, that 
one convoy was taken, and the other ſaved, I 
might ſay, by the chances of the winds and 
waves, as, after the engagement with De Graſſe. 


we ſaw them ſail for England almoſt unpro- 
ae. 

The honorable mover has noted to the Houſe, 
many circumſtances of great private hardſhip, 
ſuffered by Dutch, Americans, Jews, and Bri- 
tiſh. The facts have not been denied; but it 
is ſaid the commanders diſclaimed all knowledge 
of them. On. this head 1 ſhall be altogether 
lent. Firſt, that I obſerved with infinite mor- 
tification, how cooly the- Houſe trceived che 
honorable mover's arguments, drawn from mo- 
tives of humanity, moral obligation, policy, 
the law of nations, and the, woundrd character 
of Britiſh generolity. And ſecondly, that as 
the friends of the honorable commanders mult 
know, that in the moſt relaxed ſtate of military 
diſcipline, the faults of inferior officers and ſol- 
diery are attributed to the commanders, ynleſs 
prevented, or enquired into and puniſhed it is 
the duty of their friends, as I truſt it is theic 
inclination, to promote this part of the enquiry, 
If then, Americans of every denomination - loy- 
aliſt or rebel, have been ſtripped of their effects, 
if ſhe Dutch have been deſpoiled of their pro- 


perty, 
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perty,—if ſomething more than military diſcte- 
tion has been let looſe upon Britiſh ſubje&ts,— 
if the afflicted Jews have not been ſpared, —if 
the perſons of women have been ranſacked with 
indecent ſearch,—if the earth has been dug up. 
if the tombs of the dead have been opened to 
ſeek for hidden treaſure, —I call upon the friends 
of the honorable commanders to promote the 
diſcovery and puniſhment of the perpetrators of 
ſuch violence. If they refuſe, I call upon the 
Houſe to proceed with the enquiry and addreſs: 
if I am yet unſucceſsful, - now then at laſt it is a 
common cauſe of affliction and deſpait ; and, 
forgetting our own calamitous ſituation, let us 
weep over the diſhonor of our country; and 
when any mention ſhall hereafter be made of 
Britiſh valour and generoſity, let us receive it 
as an inſult on our weakneſs, and a word of 
mockery upon our feelings. 


Although I mean not to inſiſt on inſtances. of 
particular hardſhips, ſtill the great outlines of 
general oppreſſion are diſtinguiſhable, and pro- 
per to be marked. At. St. Euſtatius, no diſ- 
tinction was made in the treatment of the per- 
ſons taken there, but the French: they indeed 
had the art (for art and negociation ate ſaid to 
be their peculiar province) to make themſelves 
an exception to a general rule. The American, 

8 e | loyaliſt 


(45) - 
loyaliſt or rebel, was alike the ſubje& of con- 
queſt and depredation, 


Reaſon, humanity and natural juſtice point 
out the error of this proceeding ; for I mean 
not to call the attention of the Houſe to the ill 
policy of making no diſtinction in our treatment 
of Americans. At this time of day, and at this 
period of the American war, the mode of treat- 
ing well- affected or rebellious ſubjects, becomes 
a matter of idle diſcuſſion and uſeleſs argument. 
In mitigation, however, of the conduct of the 
| honorable commanders, we may obſerve, — and 
whilſt I make the obſervation, I bow my head 
unto the earth in deep affliction and diſgrace, 
that they are not ſingular in this point of their 
conduct; it forms part of the whole ſyſtem of 
government. It is but one fact of a dreadful 
ſeries of events, from the hour of univerſal pro- 
ſcription upon the inhabitants of Boſton, until 
the calamitous, and what is worſe, the ine vi- 
table ſacrifice of the loyaliſts at York Town, 


% 


The Dutch next preſent themſelves; and 
without inſiſting on their acquired right of ſub- 
jects, by having ſurrendered at diſcretion, let 
me aſk, by what arguments cari we - juſtify the 
treatment of them? I boldly pronounce, there 
js but one ground of defence to be aſſumed, — 

the law of conqueſt, For I truſt, that none who 
8 | | hear 
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hear me, will juſtify the oppreſſion of indivi- 
duals, by way of retaliation for the offences of 
their country. If our ally has been perfidious, 
it was as a nation,-the crime was a national 
one, and the punifhment of individuals is nei- 
ther a puniſhment nor a vengeance on the nation, 
The law of conqueſt may formerly have been 
underſtood in its molt unlimited and cruel ſenſe, 
but the philoſophy of the preſent day has altered 
the ſenſe, though it has not exploded the uſe of 
the word. Without reſorting to great writers 
on this ſubject, conqueſt is now generally un- 
derſtood, (and to the praiſe of our enemies be 
it ſaid) uſed as an incorporation of the conquered 
ſubjects into the body of the conquering ſtate. 
This was our conduct when we did conquer. 
this is the practice of our enemies, now that we 
are conquered. The Spaniard protects his new 
ſubjects at Penſacola ; the French at Dominica, 
St. Vincent, Grenada, and Tobago, No con- 
quered country is yet deſpoiled of all her effects 
but St. Euſtatius. No conquerors but the Bri- 
tiſh cry havock, and let looſe the dogs of war 
upon their newly acquired territories, 


Now turn we cur attention to the afflicted 
Jews. Again we fee that miſerable nation de- 
ſpoiled of their property, baniſhed from St. 
Euſtatius, and truly ſpeaking, not knowing 
where to hide their heads, For ages has that 

wandering 
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wandering people been ſcattered over the face 
of the earth, purſued by divine providence, 
harraſſed and perſecuted by almoit every nation 

with whom they have attempted to incorporate 
themſelves; and although they can ſometimes 
turn upon their perſecutors, and, as you all 
know, plunder the Chriſtians, by whom they 
are execrated, yet they are ſtill to learn the 
means of avoiding divine vengeance, or eſcap- 
ing human retribution. For the reaſons which 
I have already ſubmitted to the Houle, I truſt 
that this dreadful ſcene at leaſt will be enquired 
into, and our complaints on this head carried 
to the foot of the Throne. If I am deceived 
in my expectations, what remains, but an hum- 
ble and melancholy ſubmiſſion to the diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence? we muſt now acknow- 
ledge the hand of Heaven in this myſterious 
tranſaction, from the perpetration of the'vio- 
lence to the concealment and protection of its 
authors. Still are the Jews the object of divine 
diſpleaſure, and now at laſt are the councils and 
the arms of my country to find a miſerable juſts 
fication for violated honout and humanity, in 
being conſidered as the inſtruments of divine 
vengeance upon the outcaſts ot mankind, and 
like fire and ſword, peſtilence and famine, the 
ſcourges of the earth. 
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cannot think with the gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt, that an enquiry into the treatment of Bri- 
tiſn perſons and property at St. Euſtatius, by 
the little aſſembly of a diſtant province, is, on 
account of ſuits depending in the Courts of Law 
here at preſent improper, not even improper in 
the ſenſe in which the word has been uſed : but 
even admitting that it were in any ſenſe impro- 
per, (till this part of the enquiry would natu- 
rally lead to an examination of the facts them- 
ſelves, and into conſiderations on the legality 
of the proceedings. I will admit the poſſible 
impropriety of the latter part, inaſmuch as it is 
poſſible that the bpinion of this Houſe, though 
neither judicial nor extrajudicial, may have 
ſome weight in the determinations of our Courts 
of Juſtice. And let me thank the honorable 
gentleman for the high terms of reſpect in which 
he ſpeaks of the rights of our Courts of Judica- 
ture; they are the laſt refuge of the ſubſtance, 
and, in many inſtances, the controul. of the 
forms of our conſtitution ; nor, that I may ex- 


tend this principle to the mother country, ſhall 


I deſpair of the State, whilſt I can look up to 
the omnipotence of the Courts of Juſtice. Bur 
an enquiry into facts, is an enquiry of a different 
kind. Opinions may be given hereafter, — 
facts may be eſtabliſhed now; — and the proof 
at the bar of this Houſe, can be of no weight 


in a Court of Law. The general rules of evi- 


dence 
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dence are well known; proofs muſt be given 
where they are wanted, and evidence. in one 
Court of Juſtice is not evidence, becauſe it has 
been given and eſtabliſhed in another Court.— 
In the humble hope, therefore, that the Houſe 
will call for the evidence, which the honorable 
mover tells you he is ready to produce, I beg 
leave to lay beſore you ſome further facts, with 
the proofs of which, all who hear me, know 1 am 
ſufficiently furniſhed: I ſpeak of known facts, 
and you yourſelves are individually the witneſſes 
to be produced to the truth of them. 


When the determination of the honorable 
commanders to confiſcate all property whatever 
was generally known, the Merchants of St. 
Chriſtopher deputed two of their number to 
wait on the honorable commanders, with a me- 
'morial on the ſubject. The memorial was pre- 
ſented, —ſome-converſation had on the ſubject. 
the gentlemen returned without an anſwer, — 
but with a perſuaſion, that the honorable com- 
manders had not altered their firſt intention. 
The merchants of St. Chriſtopher then depured 
Mr. Glanville to be their agent with Admiral 
Rodney: and General Vaughan, to preſent a 
further memorial and remonſtrance, and to act 
as he might think adviſeable, on any unfore- 
ſcen circumſtances, The Admiral and General 
teceived the remonſtrance and the agent in 2 
D 2 different 
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different manner; the General diſetsimed the 
idea of indiſcriminate confiſcation, and almoſt 
anticipated every requeſt made by Mr. Glan- 
ville, relative to the cuſtody ot diſpoſal of the 
effects in queſtion : and had his authority, vs 
Commander in Chief, been ſole and undivided, 
the Britiſh merchants would now have no cauſe 
of complaint. The General immediately iſſued 
an arder to delay the ſale of the Britiſh ware- 
| houſes, until the King's pleaſureſhould be known; 
and at the ſame time directed Mr. Foſter, one 
of the Commiſſaties, to introduce Mr. Glan- 
ville, as agent for the Britiſh merchants at St. 
Chriſtopher, to the Admiral, and at the ſame 
time ta communicate to him the above order. 
This done, what was the Admiral's behaviour? 
I will have no ſuch order !-— tell General 
Vaughan I will have no ſuch orders,” with un- 
ſeemly iteration, adding, I will have no ſuch 
order, every thing is Dutch, I will have every 
thing confiſcated,” And ſuch was the general 
purport af his converſation with the agent. 
When Mr, Glanville attempted to obſerve, that 
the exceptionable trade to St. Euſtatius was 
not forbidden, nay, was permitted by the laws, 
and, with reſpect to the importation of Cotton 
and Tobacco“ into Great Britain, eſpecially aus 
| thorized 
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cated to the public, upon the authority of a very reſpect- 
| able 
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thorized by ts of Parliament,- made pro re 
natd, and that goods captured from French and 
Americans, by the King's ſhips, were ſold at 
St. Chriſtopher and Antigua, and notoriouſly 
reconveyed, as @ dirett object of trade with the 
King's enemies, to St. Euſtatius that the mer- 
chants reſident at St, Euſtatius were at that 
time indebted to the honorable Admiral's own 
agent, and the agents of the fleet at Antigua 
and St. Chriſtopher, in a very large ſym of 
money, for goods of the above deſcription.— 
The zealous Admiral declined all anſwer, and 
would not be led into argument by a Lawyer. 
When Mr. Glanville preſſed him for a written 
anſwer to the remonſtrance, the Admiral, after 
ſome heſitation, promiſed a written anſwer ; but 
this promiſe, and a ſubſequent oge to the lame 
eſtect, my letters from England inform me, the 
honorable Admiral has not yet performed; he 

has 


able merchant at St. Ruſtatius.———In the year 1780, the 
Tobacco imported inta Great Britain from America, 
through St. Euſtatius, fold at the Britiſh markets for 
1600,0001. Of this ſum, one part was appliedjto the pay- 
ment of the duties ſecond part, the profit of the 
merchant in Great Britain a third part, the profit of 
the purchaſer at St, Euſtatius, and ſuch purchaſer was ge- 
nerally a merchant of ſome of the neighbouring Britiſh 
iſlands ; the remaining fourth part, the returns to Ame- 
rica, not exceeding 280, oool. and two thirds of theſe re- 
turns were made jn Britiſh manufaRtures,——This trade 
at leaſt was not crimigal. 
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has neither anſwered the remonſtrance, nor Mr, 
Glanville's letter to him on the ſame ſubject; 
though Tome of us have thought. and ſtill think, 
that ſome circumſtances in the letter might have 
deſerved an anſwer, and with reaſon; — for it was 
agreeable to the profeſſed intention of the wri- 
ter, a fajr retort, a full, direct and ſevere recri- 
- mination upon the Admiral for his licentious 
and unjuſt revilings of the Britiſh merchants, 
and bis oblique cenſure on Mr. Glanville, for 
wein undertaken their cauſe, ME 


I now entreat the attention of the honorable 
gentleman - who ſpoke laft, to the important 
facts which I am about to lay before the Houſe, 
They materially relate to the department of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. Let us 
forget the equivocal name, but we muſt {till re- 
member the unequivocal department of this ill- 
fated Miniſter : he is in fact, whatever name he 
may think proper to aſſume or preſerve, the 
miniſter of the American department, and our 
victories in America, from Saratoga to York- 
Town, have been gained under his auſpices, — 
It will at firſt view ſeem a ſtrange continuance ' 
of my narrative, to remind the Houſe, that, 
notwithſtanding all we have yet heard, the ware - 
houles of the Britiſh merchants at St. Euſtatius 
| were not ſold in purſuance of the otherwiſe ge- 
neral confiſcation of property. One or two in- 

c ſtances 
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ſtances have come to my knowledge, but they 
were inſtances of particular hardſhip and- op- 
preſſion, of which I mean not to ſpeak; and 
although 1 cannot forbear the reflection, that 
as good reaſons might have been given againſt 
confiſcating and ſelling Britiſh effects found in 
foreign warehouſes, as againſt confiſcating and 
ſelling Britiſh effects found in Britiſh warehouſes, 
yet, on behalf of men for whom I ſtill feel infi- 
nite concern, let me thank the honorable Gene- 
ral for his firmneſs in this particular; and we 
are yet to lament, that his power was not un- 
controuled on ſhore, and that he had no power 
upon the ſeas. Unfortunately for every thing 
that is Britiſh, the honorable Admiral had too 
much power on ſhore, and he was ſole and 
lordly ruler on the ſeas. Hence the indiſcrimi- 
nate plunder !——Sir, I uſe the word in its moſt 
opprobrious ſenſe, — Hence, I lay, the indiſeri- 
minate plunder, devaſtation, waſte, and ſome- 
thing worſe than diviſion of the greater part of 
the effects, taken in the harbour. Hence the 
confiſcation and ſale of Britiſh effects in foreign 
warehouſes ; and hence his laſt and daring at- 
tempt to ſell even the Britiſh effects in Britiſh 
warchouſes, under pretence of the King's order 
for a general confiſcation of all goods, wares, 
and merchandizes. And now, Sir, that I am 
entering upon a tranſaQtion, not barely impor- 
tant to the Nation, not barely intereſting to 
the 
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the Houſe, but concluſive to the private honot 

of the Miniſter or the Admiral, to whom I al- 

lude, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that with 

all due deference to the diſintereſted profeſſions 

which were ſaid to have been given by the ho- 

norable Admiral to the Secretary of State, we 
are yet to learn, where is the generofity of re- 
1:nquiſhing to the State the ſpoils which properly 
belonged to it? and belides the expectations 
more than inſinuated by ſuch offers, where was 
the diſintereſtedneſs of accepting our beneficent 
Sovereign's right to the eſtects taken? and after 
ſuch acceptance, I advance it as a moral and a 
worldly truth, that there was neither generoſity _ 
nor difintereſtedneſs in attempting, at a ſubles 
quent time, to confiſcate and expoſe to ſale the 
Britiſh goods in Britiſh watehouſes, under pre- 
tence of the King's order for a general confiſca- 
tion. Take the facts as they ſtand in order; 
they ſpeak for . and the concluſion 
is — 


In SIDE the honofable Admiral writes to 
the Miniſter, that the capture belongs to the 
State; he claims no part of the ſpoils. In May 
he is informed, that the King reſigns to the 
captors his right to the captured property; 
part of the goods remains unſold. In July the 
honorable Admiral directs the ſales to be com- 


pleted, In what ſenſe are we to underſt and 
this 
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—The ſales are to be com- 
pleted, —to what purpoſe is the money ariſing 
therefrom to be applied ? to whom to be appro- 


priated ?—to the State? the State has given 


up its right. To the captors? They will re- 
ceive it, and then at leaſt, Sir, we ſhall no more 


be ſtunned with the ſound of generoſity. 


In the latter end of June laſt, Admiral Rod- 
ney writes to his agent, informing him, that the 


King had iſſued a final order for a general con- 


fiſcation and ſale of all goods, wares and mer- 
chandize taken at St. Eultatius, and directing 
him to proceed to that iſland, and to complete 
the ſales of all the goods, wares and merchandize 


remaining unſold. This was directly meant 
with reſpe& to Britiſh goods in Britiſh ware- 


houſes, no goods of any other deſcription then 
remaining unſold. His agent (and now, Mr. 
Speaker, you will bear witneſs for me) immedi- 


ately cauled an advertiſement to be publiſhed in 


the news-papers of St. Chriſtopher, to the fol- 
lowing purport —{Here is the advertiſement, 
dated 3d of July, 1781,) „That in purſuance 
of his Majeſty's order for a general confiſcation 
of all goods, wafes and merchandizes, captured 
by his Majeſty's naval and land forces, under 


the command of Admiral Rodney and General 
Vaughan, at St. Euſtativs, the ſales would 


begin again, and continue till completely finiſh- 
E ed. 3” 
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ed.“ Sir, you know, that immediately after the 
, publication of this advertiſement, the agent 
went to St, Euſtatius, and would have proceeded 
with the ſales of Britiſh goods; but, ſtrange to 
tell! and to the praiſe of the Commander in 
Chief be it remembered, the agent's buſineſs was 
ſtopped at once. In ſhort, the Commander in 
Chief had never heard of the King's order to 
the foregoing effect, had received no ditections 
from General Vaughan with reſpect thereto; 
and to General Vaughan, .as well as to Admi- 
ral Rodney, the King's order muſt have been 
communicated; had ſuch an order been iſſued; 
and now at laſt a generous ſoldiery, diſclaiming 
the ſuperior authority which Admiral Rodney 
had hitherto arrogated and maintained, exer- 
Ciſed their own diſcretion, and enfranchiſed the 
perſons and the property of the Britiſh merchants, 
We all know, that in a very few days, the Bri- 
tiſh property was removed, and with permiſſion, 

from St. Euſtatius. 


Theſe leading facts compel us to conclude, 
that our gracious Sovereign never iſſued an or- 
der for the general confiſcation of property cap. 
tured at St. Euſtatius; and yet our minds recoil 
at the dreadful ſuppoſition of its having been 
invented: for if invented, it becomes at once 
an atrocious imputation on the wiſdom and hu- 

manity of the national Councils, and a direct 
attack 
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attack on the perſonal honoyr of the King. 
This at leaſt we will carry -to the foot of the 
Throne; and this inſtance of active ſervice, we 
will demonſtrate to have been neither for our 
country's fame, nor our ſovereign's glory. The 
merit then of this invention, ſuch as it is, lies 
betwixt the Miniſter, through whoſe depart- 
ment the King's order (if any ſuch ever iſſued) 
muſt have been tranſmitted, and the honorable 
Admiral, who pretended to have received it, 
and acted accordingly. It is not my buſineſs 
to decide betwixt theſe great men; but ſure I 
am, that if either of them is innocent of the 
invention, and yet zealous of his reputation, as 
a faithful ſervant of the crown, he vill acquit 
himſelf of the ſuſpicion, and give to the real 
inventor of the order, the praiſe which is moſt 
juſtly due to him. Yet again, I entreat the 
Houſe to proceed with the addreſs ; let us bear 
our teſtimony againſt this tranſaction, —let us 
urge it againſt the violator (whoſoe' er he be) of 
national and kingly honour,—and, in the warm 
but diſtant hope of vengeance and reparation, 
let us publiſh to the world this attempt to rob 
and plunder Britiſh merchants of their property, 


under the vile pretence of the orders of a Britiſh 
King, 5 | 


Ia contraſt to what has hitherto been before 
us, and in the laſt place, Sir, it becomes us to 
E 2 obſerve 
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obſerve the conduct of the honorable Comman⸗- 
ders towards the French, though laſt, not leaſt 
in their dear love Here the plaineſt ſtory will 
be moſt intereſting, and the faireſt rule of in- 
veſtigation will be purſued by comparing the 
means to their end, - the acknowledged objects 
of the commanders with the ſteps taken in or- 
der to attain them. The great foundation of the 
proceedings at St. Euſtatius, is ſaid to have 
been, that it was the great ſtorehouſe from 


which the enemies of Great Britain were ſup- 


plied to deſtroy this ſtorehouſe, and prevent 
the further ſupply of the King's enemies, the 
goods taken there were confiſcated and ſold, 
Sir, the fact is true, that the King's enemies 


were ſupplied from thence; but it is equally 


true, that the Britiſh neighbouring iſlands re- 
ceived not only the means of exiſtence, but 
even the means of defence from St. Euſtatius— 
not only fed, but armed by St. Euſtatius. In 
the year 1778, ſoon after the capture of Domi- 
nica, the late Governor of the Leeward Iſlands 
procured from a merchant at St. Euſtatius, 
five hundred ſtand of arms, with a conſiderable 
quantity of ammunition z and in the years 1778, 
1779, and 1780, the ſlaves of Antigua muſt 
have periſhed had they not been fed from St. 
Euſtatius. Theſe facts are known to you all; 
they ſpeak for themſelves; and we muſt allow 
to the free Port e of St. Euſtatius a general trade 

with 
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with all the world, as a matter of right, unleſs 
we claim (a thing as yet unheard of) the exclu- 
ſive privilege of confining their trade to our- 
ſelves,—a privilege which is countenanced by 
no treaty, and which militates againſt every 
commercial law of the Empire, and every prin- 
ciple of colonial government. 


To prevent the continuance of the trade of 
St. Euſtatius with the King's enemies, was a 
great object : ſo it was to prevent the goods 
found there from going in the ſame channel, by 
any direct or indirect means. By the former, 
it was hinted to be poſſible, that the diſtreſs of 
the French iſlands might induce them to apply 
to the Britiſh government for food, and of 
courſe for government. America too, deprived 
of her trade to and from St. Euſtatius, might 
be induced .to ſubmit; but this ſeems to 
hold equally true in the latter caſe. I ſpeak of 
this as matter of argument, for in fact, neither 
was true: In the preſent hour of affliction and 
deſpair, it is cruelty to inſult the feelings of 
men of ſenſe with ſuch expreſſions. St. Euſta- 
tius was taken, but the French iſlands ſtill live, 
and live to cruſh us. St. Euſtatius was taken, 
but America now 1s, as was acknowledged in a 


a moment of forgetfulneſs, loſt to Great Bri- 
pain, 
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Let us ſee then, how theſe objects were en- 
deavoured to be attained. At St. Euſtatius, the 
goods put up to public ſale, were, upon a ge- 
zeral outline, proviſions, naval and military 
flores, and dry goods, by which I mean linens, 
cloths, &c. The proviſions, though ſold, 


were purchaſed for the uſe of the army and navy, 


and none ſuffered to be exported, except in one 
inſtance, to the iſland of St. Thomas. So of 
the military ſtores, and generally ſpeaking, of 
the naval ſtores, but with reſpect to the latter, 
I cannot forbear laying before the Houſe, a mat- 
ter of the utmoſt importance: In the month 
of July laſt, a Portugueſe veſſel, bound in fact 
from St. Euſtatius to Grenada, though with 
pretended paſſes for St. Lucia, was taken and 
brought into St. Chriſtopher, and proſecuted 


as a prize in our Court of Vice Admiralty : ſhe 


had on board a conſiderable quantity of raven 
duck, an article which is generally ſuppoſed ta 
be abſolutely neceſſary for fitting out ſmall Ame- 
rican veſſels, and of ſame uſe to large ſhips.— 
In the proceedings of the ſuit, a depoſition was 
produced, made by one of the agents of the 
honorable commanders at St. Euſtatius, to the 
following purport :——* that, during the firſt 
eight or ten days of the ſales, all ſail cloth what · 
ever was forbidden to be ſold by general orders; 
that the agents joined in a repreſentation to the 
commanders, that the ſales were injured by the 

| total 


7 


Th, 

total excluſion of ſail cloth, and that in conſe- 
quence of ſuch joiht repreſentation of the agents, 
raven duck was permitted to be ſold, and that 
the raven duck found on board the Portugueſe 
ſnow, was in fact ſold and exported by the ex- 
preſs conſent and permiſſion of the honorable 
commanders,” I till fpeak of known facts: 
many of you faw this fail cloth,---many of you 
heard the depoſition of the agent read publicly, 
at the hearing of the cauſe. I will not comment 
on this fact, but give it to the Houſe to be re- 
conciled to thoſe looſe profeſſions of fidelity to 
one's country, and immortal hatred to her ene- 
mies, to which we have liſtened with aſtoniſh- 
ment, but without conviction, 


The capture of St. Euſtatius has bert uſeleſs 
in every point of view. As to all purpoſes of 
trade with, and ſupply of the King's enemies, 
St. Thomas and Santa Cruz, are what St. Eu- 
{tatius was ;; they are the ſtorthouſes of Europe 
and America, nay, the ſtorchouſts of St. Ruſta- 
tius itſelf, It is an acknowledged fact, that 
great part of the goods ſold at St. Euftatins wete 
conveyed to St. Thomas and Sita Cruz. Tr ls 
an acknowledged fact too, that feventeen fail of 

French veſſels, under the denomination of flags 
of truce, and actually bearing flags of truce, 
were eſcorted to the French iſlands by one of 
his Majeſty's frigates; it is indeed faid, that 
| | tlicy 
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( 32 ) 
they were only laden with the perſonal effect: 
ot the French, and it is ſaid too, that it was ne- 
ceſſary, after having preſerved their property in 


the firſt inſtance, to protect it from Britiſh pri- 


vateers in the conveyance to the French iſlands. 
But it is aſſerted on the other hand, and we all 
know it to be true, that theſe ſeventeen fail of 
veſſels were laden with goods, purchaſed upon 
commiſſion, for a company of. French mer- 


chants reſident in the French iſlands, to the 


amount of 50,0001. and that they returned to 


the French iſlands deeply laden, under the pro- 


tection, under the ſtipulated protection of a 
"Britiſh frigate. 


What now becomes of the treaſonable and 
traiterous correſpondence and traffic of the Bri- 
tiſh merchants ?—who now ſhall dare to ſpeak 


of perfidy, faction and diſloy alty Who now 
not retort the revilings of an outrageous and li- 


centious ſpirit ?—In the magnitude and enor- 


mity of this tranſaction, our minds are loſt in 
_ unbounded comment and obſervation, and we 


almoſt forget, that St. Chriſtopher is called a 
neſt of traitors, and the repoſitory of every prin» 
ciple hoſtile to our country. 


* 


If the indulgence of the Houſe has hitherto 
iuduced them to attend to me, ſo far as I am 


now advanced, 1 doubt not but they will think 


. their 


( 33 ) 


| their labour well beſtowed on the remainder ; 


for having now cloſed my ſubject, ſo far as it 
relates to the conduct of the honorable com- 
mandets at St. Euſtatius, I come now to the 
latter part of my ſubjeA, relative to a connected 
ſeries of events, from the inactivity of the ho- 
norable commanders in the Welt Indies, to the 
loſs of our forces in Virginia. As introductory 
to this important inveſtigation, ſome reaſonable 
account of the expedition againſt St. Vincent, 
may be naturally expected ;-——and here, Sir, I 
profeſs. myſelf to be poſſeſſed of ſuch informa. 
tion, as to become a voluntary and ſincere apo- 
logiſt for the conduct of the honourable com- 
manders, not their accuſer. When St. Vincent 
was attacked, it was thought paſſible to carry 
it by a coup de main, and I am warranted in 
afſerting, that the attempt would probably have 
ſucceeded, had not the garriſon been ſupplied 
and reinforced but a few hours before the arrival 


of our forces. The retreat from St. Vincent 


became unavoidable, from the moment there 


was a neceſlity either of beſieging it in form, or 
relinquiſhing the attack. 


On military ſubjects, I wander in the dark; 
but I have heard from military men, that in 
order to carry on the operations of a ſiege, 
ſomething more is neceſſary than men, guns, 
ammunition, and proviſions, But of all othet 
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( 34 ) 
requiſites than theſe, (and now, Sir, I ſpeak 
from the firſt authority) the army in the Welt 


Indies was, and is totally deſtitute, Hence the 
neceſſity of a retreat from St. Vincent; and 


hence too, that I may recur to the ſubject on 


which you deliberate, the inactivity of our army 
in the Weſt Indies. Confider too, that our 
forces were but few in number, barely ade- 
quate to the purpoſes of defending our colonies, 
ſtill leſs to thoſe of attacking any tenable place; 
that the French iſlands defy all attacks but 
thoſe of a regular ſiege; and let us candidly 
acknowledge that we fee no cauſe of cenſure on 
the honorable General and the forces under his 
command, for their inactivity during the two 
laſt campaigns. Nor let it be forgotten, that 
in all poſſible caſes, in this part of the world, 
the operations of the land force depend upon 
the aſſiſtance of the navy, and we have been 
told, by thoſe who ſpoke againſt the addreſs, 
that the honorable Admiral was under a neceſſity 
of diſpatching Admiral Hood with eighteen fail 
of the line to intercept Monſ. de Graſſe, and 
that he was under a like neceſſity of remaining 
himſelf with three fail of the line to protect the 
capture at St. Euſtatius, | 


But the inactivity of the navy is of a different 
nature, and by a well-connected ſeries of events, 
may be fairly conſidered as the firſt cauſe of the 

| | loſs 


(26 ©.) 
laſs of out forces, and the preſent danger of 
theſe iſlands. It has been aſſerted, that the ho- 
norable Admiral was undet a neceſſity of divid- 
ing the naval force under his command Ad- 
miral Hood with eighteen ſhips off Martinique; 
kimſelf at St. Euſtativis with three ſhips. With- 
out. inſiſting further that he, the great—the glo- 
rious—the gallant Admiral; ought in perſon to 
have been on the great—the glorious—the gal- 
hant ſervice of deſtroying the enemies of his 
country,. without inſiſting that the Dutch 
prizes, which left St. Euſtatius in the month of 
March, were manned from the ſhips of war,— 
now, Sir, we find a point of obſervation, —here 
we fix—and in the acknowledged diviſion of 
our fleet, find one immediate conſequence of 
the capture of St. Euſtatius, and of deciſive in- 
fluence on the affairs of America. Ir is demon- 
ſtrable; that had St. Euſtatius not been taken, 
Admiral Rodney mult have met Monſ. de Graſſe 
with his whole fleet collected together. It is 
demonſtrable, and I truſt that I am now heard 
with the proud ſpirit of former wars; that had 
the fleets then mer; Lord Cornwallis were now 
in ſafety ; theſe iſlands were not now in danger. 


It has been ſaid too; that the honorable Ad- 
miral made all poſſible expedition ro join Admi- 
ral Hood, and to haſten to windward after the 


engagement with De Graſſe, Let me entreat 
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C03 
the gentleman who made this bold affertion, to 
refreſh his memory,—let him remember, that 
this is the iſland of Sr. Chtiſtopher, - this the 
port of Baſſeterre,—that in this port Admiral 
Rodney ſtaid five days,—his departure, - the 


lateſt object of our evening's hope, - and his de+- 


lay he firſt object of our motning's terror, 
and let him not forget, that a frigate was diſ- 
patched to St. Euſtatius, with a verbal order. 
that the verbal order was not obeyed,—that the 
frigate returned to St, Chriſtopher, and again 
to St, Euſtatius, with a written order,—and again 
to St. Chriſtopher, laden with the fruits of a ſuc- 
ceſsful voyage z—and if I thought that prayers 
or entreaties could have any effect on his inflex- 
ible mind, 1 would beſeech him, as our agent 
to the honorable Admiral, to lay before the 
Houſe, the ſubject of this intereſting commiſ- 


ſion, and to deal out amongſt us the returns of 
the voyage. 


It would be impertinent to enter into a detail 
with reſpect to the loſs of Tobago: Governor 
Ferguſon's addreſs to the public, which we have 
lately received from England, - is too. clear, and 
too well ſupported, to admit any farther com- 
ment on the ſame facts. It falls however within 
my province to obſetve, that it is there demon- 


| ſtrated, that the honorable Admiral might have 


relieved Tobago in perſon, with his whole force, 
inſtead 


(-R-.? 

inſtead of again dividing it, —again ſending an 
inferior officer, with an inferior force, on a moſt 
important ſervice, whilſt he, the Commander in 
Chief, —the great—the glorious—the pallant 
Admiral, lay inactive and inglorious at Barba- 
does, The addreſs has pointed out, that To- 
bago might not only have been ſaved, by an 
early aſſiſtance with our whole force, but even 
the enemy's force, engaged in the attack, con- 
ſifting of two ſhips of the line, two frigates, and 
1200 troops, might probably have been taken. 
Sir, I ſubmit to the Houſe, thar the probability 
of ſuch an event, was by no means a remote 
one; and to-recur to the point before us, ſuch 
an event would have ſtopped the proſecution of 
every plan, formed for the deſtruction of Lord 
Cornwallis. The honorable Admiral indeed af. 
terwards appeared off Tobago, but Tobago was 
then taken: he ſaw the French fleet to lee ward 
he bore down upon them.—Sir, I am warranted 
to aſſert, that the French fleet did not avoid the 
battle, which the honorable Admiral at firſt 
ſeemed to offer, and which he afterwards de- 
clined. I am no ſeaman,—l ſpeak of naval 
tranſactions with unwillingneſs and caution 
but in the proud ſpirit of an Engliſhman, I will 
ſay, that he ought to have engaged the French 
fleet; and if any man ſhall tell me, that pru- 
dence is an effential quality in a Britiſh com- 
mander,—that n fail of Britiſh ſhips 


ought 
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oogght not, in any given circumſtances whatever; 
to hazard an engagement with twenty-four fail 


of French ſhips, I will treat him as one who 
hath renounced the boaſted ſovereignty. of the 
feas, and as a renegade to the virtues of a Britifh 
feaman; | 


At that time, Sir, (I now ſpeak of the latter 
end of June laſt) it was generally known amongſt 
us, that the grand effort of the French in Ame- 
rica, was to be made in the courſe of a few 
months, and Monſ. de Graſſe, though delayed 
eight or ten months beyond the promiſed time, 
was at laſt to aſſiſt in the deſtruction of our 
forces in America. Of this, or ſomething like 
this, early intelligence may have been ſent to 


America, early notice may have been given to 


Jamaica. What is all this to the purpoſe ?— 
Why ſend advice to America, that the French 
are coming thither ? —they are at Tobago; hy 
defire they may be met upon the coalt ?—ſtop 
them at Tobago ;—why deſire a battle may be 


fought in the Cheſapeak ?—fight them at Toba- 


go;z—there lies the French fleet to leeward, — 
bear down upon them, and think of Hawke 
and Boſcawen;—but you have loſt them, they 
are gone to America; purſue them, —alas! 
alas! again you divide your fleet—again you 
ſend your inferior officers, your intelligences, 
and your advices, ——you return to England. 

Graves 


( 39') 
Graves is driven from the Cheſapeak,Corn- 
wallis ſurrenders,—and we are at the mercy of 
our enemies. 


And is this the man who 1s to return to us, 
to ſave all that yet remains of the weſtern world ? 
What think you will be the language of theſe 
diſtreſſed colonies, when we ſhall hear that he 
has failed from England ? think you we ſhall 
exclaim, Barbadoes is ſafe, our Admiral is on 
the ſeas ; Antigua is ſafe, our Admiral is on 
the ſeas St. Chriſtopher is ſafe, our Admiral 
is on the ſeas, 


There let him fink, and be the ſeas on him, 


will be the univerſal cry over this indignant 
climate, in the firlt agony of diſappointment 
and deſpair. 


I would not willingly forget what I owe to 
the honorable gentleman, who advanced a ſeem- 
ingly ſtrange poſition, that our naval force in 
the Weſt Indies was adequate to the purpoſes of 
defence; and although the Houſe ſeemed ſtartled 
at the obſervation, I think it admits of demon- 
ſtration. I know not whether the expreſſion 
alluded to any thing beyond the laſl campaign, 
but ſure I am that the aſſertion might have been 
extended to all the events of the war, in this 
part of the world, from the declaration of repri- 
{als to the loſs of Tobago; and I hope I ſhall 

| | the 


% 


I» . 


( 4 ) 
be pardoned for further taking up the time of 
the Houſe, in illuſtrating the truth of this poſi- 
tion, by a conciſe narrative of the war in the 
Weſt Indies. | 


— 
8 2 —— — 


* _— 


In Auguſt 1778, the French publiſhed their 
declaration of repriſals, in the iſland of Marti- 
nique ; early in September, Dominica was taken, 
but we bad at that time four fail of the line at 
Barbadoes, nor had the French a ſingie line of 
battle ſhip in the Weſt Indies, until the arrival 
of the Comte d'Eſtaign in December, I know 
nothing of naval diſcipline, J know nothing of 
orders, or of obedience to orders, but this I 
| know, and it is enough for a capitulant of Do- 
minica to know, that one ſhip of the line would 
have ſaved Dominica. 
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In Decembe 1778, St. Lucia was . and 
almoſt at the ſame inſtant, four ſail of the line, 
under Admiral Barrington, a few frigates, and 
four thouſand troops, were found ſufficient to 
protect a newly conquered iſland, in the moment 
of its conqueſt, againſt twelve ſail of French 
$ ſhips, a large number of frigates, and a very 
= - great ſuperiority of land forces. Admiral Byron 
followed cloſe in the wake of D'Eſtaign, and 
the Britiſh fleet maintained a decided ſuperiority 
over the F rench, until the month of June. 
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St. Vincent was taken in June 1779, by only 
two ſloops of war, and two hundred men; but 
our ſuperior fleet was then at St. Chriſtopher in 
the north, and St. Vincent lies in the ſouth. In 
July, La Motte Piquet arrived, and Grenada 
was taken; and again our fleet was but juſt re- 
turned from the north, when it ſhould have con- 
ſtantly been in the ſouth. I pretend not to judge 
of the propriety of our conduct, at that time, 
but I advance it as a probable ſuppoſition, con- 
firmed by experience, that Grenada would not 
have been taken, had our fleet been in the way 
to protect it, 


After the engagement off Grenada, in July 
1779, it muſt be confeſſed, that Barbadocs, 
Antigua, Montſerrat, and Nevis, were at the 
mercy of the French for about ten days. But 
we, at St. Chriſtopher, were ſufficiently pro- 
tected againſt all attack from a ſuperior fleet 
and army, by a very inferior force in both re- 
ſpects. The French fleet left the Weſt Indies 
early in Auguſt, and from that hour to the ar- 
rival of Monſ. de Guichen at Martinique, in 
March 1780, we had no enemy in theſe ſeas, — 
Admiral Rodney arrived at Barbadoes before 
De Guichen arrived at Martinique, and had he 
fortunately joined, or been joined by Admiral 
Parker, with the ſhips under his command, De 
Guichen would probably have been intercepted, 
From this time until the month of Auguſt, the 
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( 42 ) 
French fleet was ſomewhat ſuperior ; but till 
the Britiſh fleet was adequate to every purpoſe 
of defence, for the half engagement of the 17th 
of April, 1780, and the two ſubſequent ones of. 
the ſame kind, in the month of May following, 
fruſtrated their attack upon the Britiſh iſlands. 
In Auguſt 1780, both fleets ſailed to America : 
Admiral Rodney returned to the Weſt Indies in 
January 1781.—Our ſuperiority was then a de- 
cided one; the French had but four ill-equipped 
ſhips, until the arrival of the Comte de Graſſe; 
and although our fleet under Admiral Hood, 
was beaten off Martinique, — and beaten becauſe 
three ſhips were at St. Euſtatius,—ſtill I agree 
wita the honorable gentleman, that our then 
naval force in the Weſt Indies, was adequate to 
every purpoſe of defence; and Tobago might 
have been ſaved, had the honorable Admiral 


weighed anchor, and failed to its relief, as ſoon 
as he heard of the attack. | 


And now, Sir, having taken ſome pains not 
only to prove, but even to illuſtrate, the gentle- 
man's aſſertion, in its moſt extended ſenſe, he 
will pardon me, if I expreſs my hopes of ſome 
return for it. Let him agree with me, that the 
propoſer of the addreſs has laid before the Houſe 
inſtances of private hardſhips, which, being 
committed in our neighbourhood, call out to 
us for aſſiſtance and relief ; that he has deſcribed 
a ge- 


WY” 
a general line of conduct and of oppreſſion 
towards. Americans of every denomination,- 
loyaliſt or rebel, —of unexampled ſeverity to- 
wards his Majeſty's new-acquired ſubjects, 
of- cruelty and promiſcuous, plunder of the af- 
flicted Jews, —and of a tyranny towards Britiſh 
ſubjects, beyond the preſent powers of the Bri- 
tiſh government; for as yet, (and Heaven and 
America be thanked for it) there is ſome re- 
ſtraint upon the ſervants of the Crown: nor let * 
us be unmindful, that ſuch direct and indirect _* 
commercial intercourſe with the King's enemies, 
has been pointed out, as call on us, who are 
Britiſh merchants, and have been falſely calum- 
niated on this account, —on us, who weile almoſt 
witneſſes to the tranſaction, — to join in the de- 
tection of the agents, and, if poſſible, in their 
puniſhment. And as we all know, in out pri- 
vate life, ſo in our public capacities, by a joint 
and firm reſolve, let us acknowledge, that by * 
a well connected ſeries of events, and by fair 
argument, the capture of St. Euſtatius, and the 
conſequent inactivity of the navy in this part of 
.the world, is demonſtrated to have been diſgrace- 
ful to the honor and humanity of the nation, | 
productive of the loſs of Lord Cornwallis, and 
his troops; and, to ſum up the whole, promot- 
ing the final eſtabliſhment of the independence 
of America; and if loſt, the primary cauſe of. © 
the loſs of the remaining Britiſh Weſt India 
. FOR . iſlands. 
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abe Throne; and by a. decœat repreſgufacion, + 
Ar humble Prayer. obtain, If not a,revitw,of "a 
the paſt, of which we corplair „ At  Jeaſt Jomg* | 
3 futures Which we fear... 
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* > Wee of . Throne: 1 
| " of force fackeln to deter, 1 2 an Wer 
. xable purſolt. men who look to things more than 
perſons. For my part, and pardon me for 
drawing ygur attention 4% myſelf, though but 
* for a moment, 1 cag only ſay,” that if, in conti- 
bDuance of the confidence with which I have hi- * 
* *berto been honored, you ſhall think me not s 
e ta incapable of acting up to your Expec- 
* tations, 1 ledge myſelf that nodifficultics what- | 
»#. toever ſhall p * oa your addreſs from being pre- 
—ſented. if we are do meet with oppoſition 
4 rom. thoſe, WhO have been pointed ddt to us, 1 | 
* ad, that in this righteous cauſe, - I mall 
proud to meet, before the Throne of Britain, of 
before the World, any mag gr ſet of men h. 
cer; being, as you all kaow, under God, my 
Soveggign, and ors I rn 2 
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